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As we approach Christmas, I’m delighted to write to you on behalf of all governors to give a festive update on what has been achieved this term, and there is much to celebrate. I also include important information about money that may be available to you, to support your child’s education.  

Autumn is a time of change and we are pleased to welcome three new governors to the school - Umara, Michelle and Ricardo. As governors we are responsible for promoting high standards and making sure Three Bridges is a successful school which provides our children with a good education. This means we look at how the school is performing, how money is spent and we support Mrs Emberson with the effective running of the school.  

There is a lot to celebrate as this year draws to a close.  A recent visit from West Sussex County Council highlighted there is ‘outstanding’ practice in Three Bridges school, and we are all delighted that the school’s results continue to improve. 

This term, governors have undertaken a number of visits to the school to look at how the new playtime arrangements are working and the progress children are making on presentation – this is an area the whole school is focused on.  If you get the chance to pop into school during the termly learning conferences or parent in school sessions we hope you will be able to see the improvement through your child’s work this year.  

At last week’s Full Governing Body meeting, we discussed the school’s finances, pupil progress and how to continue to deliver an ambitious programme of visits and events to inspire our children to become lifelong learners. We also talked about Pupil Premium, which is money available to certain children to support their education. For example children who are from low income families; children who are looked after; and families serving in the armed forces, can all be entitled to Pupil Premium.  The money pays for activities that enrich education like school trips and events, breakfast/after school club and even individual sports lessons outside of school to build confidence.  The number of families/carers applying for Pupil Premium at Three Bridges is much lower than the number entitled to it.  If you think you may be eligible, please fill in the form on the school’s website or contact the school office.

Looking ahead to the New Year, I’m aware that many parents and carers don’t know who the governors are so I’m hoping to stand on the gate a few mornings next term to say hi.  The governors will also be refreshing the vision for the school – which sets out what the school aims to achieve over the next three years. 

As always a huge thank you to all the school staff for their tireless work in helping the children to find wonder in learning, to our amazing Friends for their outstanding fundraising and to all of you for being part of our amazing school community. I hope you all have a magical Christmas, and have some quality time with family/friends.  I’m excited to see how much the school achieves next year, and remember 2019 is another 365 new opportunities for us all.  

John Connell
Chair of Governors

