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Why writing matters…
Writing is more than putting words on paper —
it’s how children express ideas, explain their 
thinking, and communicate with the world.
Strong writing skills help across all subjects, not 
just English.
Confidence in writing also boosts confidence in 
reading, speaking, and learning overall.



The facts…
18% of adults in England have very poor 
literacy skills.

Adults with very poor literacy earn 
significantly less over their lifetime.

Low literacy is linked with higher 
unemployment, lower confidence, and 
social isolation.



How we teach writing at TBPS…

EYFS – story dough and drawing club 

Year 1 – drawing club, WRITER

Year 2 – Year 6 – WRITER 



What is Drawing Club?

A daily English session created by Greg 
Bottrill

Designed for Early Years and Key Stage 1
Blends drawing, storytelling, and writing
Sessions start with a shared story or 

stimulus



What is Drawing Club?

Reinforcing skills from EYFS…

-write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly 
formed 

-write simple phrases and sentences that can be read 
by others (ELG)



How it works in the classroom…

4. Children use their drawings to inspire writing. This might start small 
(labels, speech bubbles) and grow into sentences or stories. Because the 
ideas come from their imagination, writing feels exciting and purposeful.

1. The teacher shares a story and this becomes the “world” for a week –
full of characters, places and possibilities. 

2. Children are given a chance to draw freely, inspired by the story world. 
They might draw characters, settings, or even invent new twists. Drawing 
is central: it makes the story world theirs. 

3. The teacher introduces a few “secret words” (new vocabulary).These 
are woven into the play and drawings, so children use them naturally. 
For example: if the story is The Three Little Pigs, the secret words might 
be sturdy, fragile, sneaky. 

Drawing club (main character) -
YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TuGNYSR8cCQ


Why Drawing Club is powerful…

Boosts confidence through creativity

Builds early writing skills

Strengthens storytelling, imagination, and 
vocabulary

Encourages children as authors and illustrators

Bridges spoken language and writing



Place Value of Punctuation & Grammar

We teach children how to build a sentence. All the 
words in a sentence have a job.

Children learn that a sentence is made up of a subject and a verb. 
In Year 1, we focus on writing simple single clause sentences, such as 
Toy Man is strong. He is smart. 
Children master this before learning how to join sentences with 
words such as ‘and’. 
If children understand how to build a sentence, they can make one 
themselves. 



How you can support at home…

Share stories and picture books together

 Use drawing to get children excited about writing. 
Ask open questions: 'Tell me about your picture'

Celebrate all writing attempts

Provide paper, pencils, and crayons



How you can support at home…
 Talk lots! If children can say it, they will find it easier 

to write it. 

 Practise irregular verbs:




