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Why writing matters…
Writing is more than putting words on paper —
it’s how children express ideas, explain their 
thinking, and communicate with the world.
Strong writing skills help across all subjects, not 
just English.
Confidence in writing also boosts confidence in 
reading, speaking, and learning overall.



The facts…
18% of adults in England have very poor 
literacy skills.

Adults with very poor literacy earn 
significantly less over their lifetime.

Low literacy is linked with higher 
unemployment, lower confidence, and 
social isolation.



The facts…
A growing consensus from research and 
practice in schools indicates that the best 
way to teach pupils to write is by teaching 
them to master sentences.

If you understand how something is built, 
you can build it yourself.



Place Value of Punctuation & Grammar

All the words in a sentence have a job.

Children are taught that sentences are made of a 
subject and a verb. A sentence has a full independent 
clause with a full stop at the end and a capital letter at 
the start.



As part of the writing process, 
children deconstruct the text 
to see what it looks like and to 
see what type of language is 
used…

o Headings
o Introduction
o Subheadings
o Third person 
o Formal language
o Technical vocabulary



Children build on their knowledge from year 2.
They learn to use coordinating conjunctions to join two 
independent  clauses…

Year 2

Year 3



Children learn to use subordinating conjunctions to add 
to an independent clause…



Children learn to use a wider range of punctuation.
In this unit, children learn to use commas in a list to 
add more detail to their writing.



Children extend sentences using adverbials. 



Within each writing unit, children will be taught 
spelling patterns of words most commonly used in that 
text type. 

EYFS/Year 1: phonics
In Year 2 onwards: morphology (how words are built) 
and etymology (the history of words). 

This helps children to learn and remember spelling rules 
rather than having to rely on sounding out. Phonics is 
a great basis but only helps spell 56% of words. Using 
morphology helps to spell around 80% of words.   



Let’s have a look at morphology…

Farmer – using phonics = far / mer

Farmer – using morphology = 
farm + er



In this writing unit…



Practising irregular verbs…



How you can support at home…

Celebrate all writing attempts

Provide paper, pencils, and crayons

Talk!

Share stories and picture books together 

Make writing purposeful 




